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SUBJECT: CANADIAN HEALTH PROTECTION BRANCH STUDY 

1. CANADIAN HEALTH PROTECTION BRANCH OFFICIALS LAST WEEK 
ANNOUNCED PLANS TO ESTABLISH A TOLERANCE FOR POLYCHLORIN- 
ATED BIPHENYLS (PCBS) IN FISH AT 2PPM. CANADIAN SCIEN- 
TISTS REPORTEDLY CONCERNED OVER NEW DATA ON TOXICITY, 
REPORTS OF CARCINOGENICITY IN RATS, AND LEVELS OF OCCUR- 
RENCE IN SOME SPECIES. 

2. US FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN NOT EXPECTED FOLLOW CANADIAN 
ACTION AT THIS TIME, DUE TO EXISTING US TEMPORARY TOLER- 
ANCE OF 5.0PPM, AND ABSENCE SUFFICIENT ADDITIONAL DATA AND 
INFORMATION ON WHICH TO CONSIDER CHANGE. CONSIDERABLE NEW 
SCIENTIFIC DATA ON PCBS ARE EXPECTED TO BE REPORTED AND 
DISCUSSED AT A SYMPOSIUM IN CHICAGO, NO 19-21. 
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3. IN VIEW INTRICATE CONSUMER AND MARKETING RELATIONSHIPS 
FOR FISHERY PRODUCTS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, U.S. 

BELIEVES CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE DESIRABLE BETWEEN WORKING 
LEVEL OFFICIALS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES RE APPROACH TO PCBS 

IN SEAFOODS. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EXPERTS OF NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, COMMERCE, ARE 

AVAILABLE VISIT OTTAWA FOR MEETING WITH FISHERIES COUNTER- 
PARTS IN CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO EXPLORE SITUATION TO RE- 
VIEW SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION ON COMMERCIAL AND RECREATION- 
AL FISHERIES, AND TO DISCUSS ALTERNATIVES. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED EXPLORE WITH APPROPRIATE OFFI- 
CIALS IN CANADIAN DEPT OF ENVIRONMENT POSSIBILITY OF 
ARRANGING INFORMAL WORKING LEVEL CONSULTATIONS THIS 
SUBJECT. EITHER IN WASHINGTON, DC, OTTAWA, OR OTHER 
APPROPRIATE LOCATION. CONTACTS IN CANADIAN DEPT OF 
ENVIRONMENT SHOULD INCLUDE CLIFFORD R. LEVELTON. DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, FISHERIES OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE, AND MICHAEL 
SHEPARD. DIRECTOR. INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES POLICY. 

5. MR. JOSEPH SLAVIN, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR RESOURCE 
UTILIZATION, NMFS (TEL: 202-634-7261) MAY BE CONTACTED 
DIRECTLY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. KISSINGER 
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